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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 02/04/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

2. In the remarks, applicant argued in substance that: 

(A) Prior art does not teach wherein the association module includes a mapping 
table having one or more rows, each row of the mapping table including a storage unit 
identifier (such as a LUN), and an application identifier, each row of the mapping table 
forming an association of a storage unit and an application. The Applicant argues that 
Swank teaches an associated with either a single LUN or a single host, "rather than the 
convenient row-by-row format of the mapping table of the present invention. 

As to point (A), in response to applicant's argument that the references fail to 
show certain features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which 
applicant relies (i.e., an associated between a LUN identifier and an application, and a 
mapping table with more than one row) and are not recited in the rejected claim(s). 
Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the 
specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181 , 26 
USPQ2d 1057 (Fed.Cir. 1993). 
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The Examiner respectfully notes that when using "each", each refers to each one 
(singular) and that if the Applicant intends to refer to more than one, then possibly claim 
all rows or the plurality of rows. 

The Examiner notes that the claim language broadly recites one or more rows, 
the claim only requires a teaching of at least one row displaying the association 
between a storage unit identifier and an application. Also, the claim does not require 
that the storage unit identifier refer to a LUN, as claimed, such a storage unit identifier 
could refer to any storage unit, even a host computer. 

Swank teaches a horizontal row in which there is an association between a 
storage unit identifier (IP address) and an application (Fig. 17). 

Nevertheless, Swank teaches a column which includes an association between a 
LUN identifier and an application (Fig. 17). Swank teaches that this vertical column 
which displays the LUNs attributes can also be implemented as horizontal panels {rows) 
(column 37, lines 35-45). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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4. Claims 1, 3-7, 9-16, 18, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Swank (6,697,924). 

5. Regarding claims 1 and 18, Swank disclosed associating with an association 
module one or more application identifiers and one or more storage unit identifiers to 
form one or more associations (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18), each application 
identifier identifying an application of a host computer (column 3, lines 40-67 and 
Fig.17-18), each storage unit identifier identifying a storage unit of the information 
handling system (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig. 1 7-1 8); and for each of the one or more 
associations (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18), assigning each storage unit 
identified by each storage unit identifier to each host computer having the application 
identified by each associated application identifier (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17- 
18), wherein the association module includes a mapping table having one or more rows 
(column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18), each row of the mapping table including a 
storage unit identifier (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18), and an application identifier 
(column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18), each row of the mapping table forming an 
association of a storage unit and an application (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18).. 

6. Regarding claim 7, Swank disclosed associating an application identifier and a 
storage unit identifier to form an association (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18), each 
application identifier identifying an application of a host computer (column 3, lines 40-67 
and Fig.17-18), each storage unit identifier identifying a storage unit of the information 
handling system (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18); receiving at one of the one or 
more storage units (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18), a request from a host 
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(column 8, lines 37-56), the request including a request application identifier (column 8, 
lines 37-56 and Fig.17-18); and permitting access to the one of the one or more storage 
units if the identifier of the one of the one or more storage units (column 3, lines 40-67 
and Fig.17-18), and the request application identifier have an association in the 
association module (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18), wherein the association 
module includes a mapping table having one or more rows (column 3, lines 40-67 and 
Fig.17-18), each row of the mapping table including a storage unit identifier (column 3, 
lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18), and an application identifier (column 3, lines 40-67 and 
Fig.17-18), each row of the mapping table forming an association of a storage unit and 
an application (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18). 

7. Regarding claim 14, Swank disclosed booting the host computer (column 14, 
lines 46-55 and column 59, lines 4-15), the host computer including an application 
(column 14, lines 46-55 and column 59, lines 4-15),), the application having an 
application identifier (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18); selecting an application 
identifier (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18); assigning one or more of the one or 
more storage units to the host (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18), the assigned one 
or more storage units being associated through an association module with the 
application identifier to form an association (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18); and 
installing the application on the host computer (column 59, 4-15 and 74, lines 1-13), 
wherein the association module includes a mapping table having one or more rows 
(column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18), each row of the mapping table including a 
storage unit identifier (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18), and an application identifier 
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(column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig. 17-18), each row of the mapping table forming an 
association of a storage unit and an application (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18).. 
8. Regarding claim 16, Swank disclosed one or more host computers having one or 
more applications (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18), each of the one or more 
applications having an application identifier (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18); a 
storage medium interfaced with the one or more host computers (column 3, lines 40-67 
and Fig.17-18), the storage medium including one or more storage units (column 3, 
lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18), each storage unit having a storage identifier (column 3, lines 
40-67 and Fig.17-18); an association module associating one or more application 
identifiers and one or more storage unit identifiers to form an association (column 3, 
lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18), wherein the association module includes a mapping table 
having one or more rows (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18), each row of the 
mapping table including a storage unit identifier (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18), 
and an application identifier (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18), each row of the 
mapping table forming an association of a storage unit and an application (column 3, 
lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18); a control module in communication with the storage medium 
and the one or more host connections (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18), the control 
module performs operations comprising: associating one or more application identifiers 
and one or more storage unit identifiers to form an association (column 3, lines 40-67 
and Fig.17-18); and for each association (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18), 
assigning each storage unit identified by each storage unit identifier to each host having 
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the application identified by each associated application identifier (column 3, lines 40-67 
and Fig. 17-18). 

9. Regarding claims 3 and 9, Swank disclosed each application identifier includes a 
node name and a port name of a host bus adapter of the host computer having the 
application identified by the application identifier (column 45, lines 1-20 and column 58, 
lines 38-67). 

1 0. Regarding claims 4, 5, 1 0, and 1 1 , Swank disclosed the node/port name includes 
a World-Wide Name (WWN) (column 31 , lines 40-65 and column 59, lines 5-15). 

1 1 . Regarding claims 6 and 12, Swank disclosed wherein the storage unit identifier 
includes a logical unit number (LUN) (column 59, lines 24-37 and Fig. 17-18). 

12. Regarding claim 13, Swank disclosed selecting an application identifier (column 
3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18); and assigning one or more of the one or more storage 
units to the host computer having the application identified by the application identifier 
(column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18). 

13. Regarding claim 15, Swank disclosed booting the host computer (column 59, 
lines 4-25); selecting an application identifier (column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18), the 
application identifier being associated with a desired application (column 3, lines 40-67 
and Fig.17-18); configuring the host computer to include the application identifier 
(column 3, lines 40-67 and Fig.17-18); and booting the host computer (column 59, lines 
4-25). 



Conclusion 
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THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRADFORD F. FRITZ whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-3860. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on 571-272-3880. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/B. F. F./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2141 
/Andrew Caldwell/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2142 



